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THE ttODOC VICTOET
Full Account of the Battle of

the Lava Beds.

THE PLAN OF ATTACK.

Description of the Fight and
the Retreat.

LIST OP TEE KILLED AND WOUNDED.
- ,

Heroic Coadict of the Troops.Without Over-

coats, Blankets or Rations.Iho Official Re-

ports.Strength of the Modoc Position.

hkkai.d headquarters, 1
Lost River Caxp, Oregon, Fob. 8, 1873. J

The battle of tbe lava beds bas attracted so

much general attention, both from tbe fast of tbe

United States troops receiving such a severe check
and fTom tbe varied descriptions of tbe scene of
tbe contest, that 1 have prepared a pretty lull reportof tbat memorable engagement, feeling convincedthat the details will be read with Interest
by the public In general.

After Captain Jack was driven from his camp on

Xost IUver and took refuge in the lava beds, It
was thought at first that he wonld come to terms
and tbe war would be ended without further bloodshed.The addition, however, of fourteen warriors
to his forces, that were really driven to tbe lava
7>eds by the threats of tbe Slnkville citizens, heated
by Stukvlllo whiskey, resulted in Captain Jack
wishing to make his own terms.

' But Major General Frank Wbcaton, who, as the
csmmandlug oiilcer of the lakes, had come down
in person to attend to this affair, Boon arrived at
the conclusion that If fighting was te be done the
sooner this lava bed was Inspected tbe better. Arrangementswere then mude for an attack, and &3

soon as tbe available troops bad arrived In the
neighborhood General Whc&ton bad several councilswith Colenel Green, Colonol Mason and others
ns to tbe best means of getting at Jack in his lair.
Tbe lava beds were Inspected and all the old
settlers Interrogated as to tbe geography, with
referenco to the moving of troops In that alrection.There appeared to be a good many opinions
as to

the nature of the ground
wltliln the lava beds section, and, although all
agreed in saying it was a very rough country, no
one was competent to describe the extraordinary
volcanic formations that wore afterwards discoveredby the troops when they made the assault.
Alter mature consideration of the various plans of
attack that were suggested General Wlieaton decidedto make a movement in t'erce, which, should
4t not prove successful, would at least enable him
to obtain a satisfactory reconno.ssance ef the
ground upon which to base ills plans tor any future
aggressive movement. Kverythtng being arranged,tlie following orders were issued to the
oillcers in command:.

ti1k orders for tite attack.
Headquarters District of the Lakes, )

and of the troops opbhatinu
* in the Monoo Country, v

C'amt Near Van Brimmer's Ranch, Oal., I
Jan. I'd, 1873. J

general field orders.no. 3.
1. The troops will move irom their present campcast and west ol the lava beds 011 Thursday, 16th

of January, nnd take positions lor the attack on
the Modoc camp at sunrise on the following morning.
a At four A, M. on Thursday next Major John

Grcou will detach Captain D. l'erry's froop, F, First
envaitj, nun order It to clear the bluir southwest01 Tulo oi Indian pickets and scouts, and
cover the movement of the main force to a camp
tome three miles west of the Modoc position.

3. Major K. 0. Mason's butt a ion Twenty-flrsl
infantry, two companies.C, captain G. U. Burton,
nod U, commanded bv second Lieutenant 11. D. W.
Moore.and a detachment of twenty men oi F company,Twcnty-llrst lniuntry, under First Sergeant
John McNamuru; General J. E. Boss, Oregon volun1milit.lu ttvn rnmnnninu .1 I'unfnn lln.ih

Kelly, and It, Captain O. L Applegntc.and LieutenantW. II. Killer's battery.a .section of mountain
liowltzers.will march from Van Hrimincr's Ranch
to cauip on blurr west of Tule L ite, In time to
reach the designated camp not later than three
F. M. on the Kith lust. The camp will he so locat.-d
and arranged as to be secure trom observation by
t ie Modocs, uad every precaution taken to prevent
the ludians irom discovering our numbers and
precise location.

4. District Headquarters will accompany the
troops.

5. Karly on the 17th of January the troops
above named will move into the lava beds to attackthe Modoc camp, and in the following order:.
Major E. C. Mason's battalion, Twenty-ilrst Infantry,leading, followed by (icaerul J. E. ltoss' Oregon
volunteer inllitia and the section of mountain
liowltzers packed, captain 1). Perry, Troop F,
First cavalry, will follow the howitzer battery.

6. When the tioops have reached a position near
the Modoc camp the main force will be deployed on
1 lie right ol the Infantry battalion, in close skirmish
nrdcr, and a leit ball wheel of the whole line will
be executed In order to eucUme the southern side
of the Modoc position and conuect the right of the
luatn force with the left of Captain Ueruard's
troop, who are simultaneously to attack on the
cast.

7. Also the troops operating against the Modecs
are to move irom this camp, w ith three days' cooked
rations in haveisacks, two blankets, one hundred
rounds of ammunition on the person, and tlity
rounds in close reserve. Canteens will bo tilled at
Little Klamath Lake by the troops moving irom
Van Urunlmer's Ranch, and cure taken to water
every horse and pack mule at that point, as there
Is no water on the bluil where the main lorce will
encamp on the night of the loth Inst.

8. Major John (Irceu, First cavalry, Is charged with
the cxecutiou >1 thesemovements and the details
vl the attack.

o. Lieutenant. W. IT. Miller, First cavnlry, commandingttie howitzer battery, will report to Major
( recti lor orders and Instructions us to when and
wuere to prepare bis guns loi actiou iu the proposedattack.

10. The ti oops on the cast aid? of the lava beds
at Laud's ranch, Troops "<J," Captain K. F. Herliard,and "rt," captain James Jackson, First
cavalry, and the Klamath Indian scouts uuder Dave
llill, will move irom camp on the loth Inst, to a
j olnt not more than two nulcs from the Modoc
position. At sunrise on the 17th this lorce will
attack the Modoc catsp, with their right resting on
or near Tule Lake, aud when sufficiently near to
render the movemcut ad usable a right half wheel
will be executed, in order to conuect the le t of
this lorce with the troops attacking irom the west.
In his advance captain licrnard will take steps to
capture any canoes the Modocs may have near
their camp, or at least use every cilort to preveutIndiana escaping by water. Captain R. F. licrnard.
First cavalry, will execute these movements under
men detailed Instructions as he may receive irom
Major John (irceu, First cavalry.

11. Alter the first three soots have been fired bv
the howitzer battery as the signal :er the troopsattacking on the east side of tne Modoc camp
nring win cease for fifteen minutes, and an Indian
scout directed to notify the nearest Modocs Uiat
ten minutes' time will be allowed them to permit
their women and children to coiuc Into our Hues.
.Any proposition by the Modocs to surrender will
be referred at once to the District Commander, who
will be present.

li. Lieutenant W. II. Boyle, Twenty-Am inrnntry,Acting Kleld Quartermaster and Commissary
01 subsistence, and a guard nf ten men, will remain
at this camp in charge ol the temporary lleld depotuntil lurther orders.

11. Lieutenant John Adams, First cavalry, ActingAssistant Adjutant General, District ol the Lanes,
and commanding detachment, II troop, First cavilry, will luruish from Ma command such details as
n.ay be required for the howitzer battery, aud accompanythe District Commander. Lieutenant
iidauis will be prepared to communicate by signalswith the signal sergeant, who hus been detailedfor duty with the troops operating on the east sideof the Modoc i os tlou.

14. Assistant surgeon Ilenry McEldery, United£taies Army, will give the necessary directionshia lubtruction.s to the medical oillcers with thedirrcient commands and detachments In the Held.By order oi
lirevct Major General FRANK WII EATON*, U. 8. A.,Lieutenant Oolouel Twenty-Ural iniantry,

. _ Commanding ois'rtct oi the cakes.Joun Q. Adams, First Lieutenant First cavalry,Acting Assistant Adjutant General.
la pursuance of the above and according ti Instructions,the troops moved trotr ihcir quarters

on the 16th insL and camped in tse respective location*to which they were assigned. Colonel Bernard,with two troops of the First cavalry, had a
little skirmish on the evening or the ltth, as in the
log, which U very prevalent In that section of the
««untry, he advanoed rather nearer te Jack's
stronghold than be Intended, and when he (nun*
oat hla mistake and made a move to retire,

Till INDIANS OPENED FIBS
from a position the/ had taken In tnc rocks. The/
Were linail/ dnvcji ;rviu tjtoir ei-eitci ftad
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to retreat to their stronghold, but not before they
had wounded three of the cavalry.
On the fallowing morning the troops had all

arrived at their assigned positions, and at daybreakLieutenant Adams, Acting Assistant AdjutantGeneral, reported to General Wheaton, the
District Commander, the following force In the
Held

Corps. Commanding OJPcer. Muster.
First cavalry Captain Ferry, F troop... 40
First cavalry Captain Jackson, H troop. 4-2
l-'lrst cavalry Captain Bernard, G troop. 47
First cavalry Lieut. Adams, II troop... 16
Twenty-first infantry.. Lieut. Ross, 11 company.. 38
Twenty-first Infantry..Capl, Burton,Ccompany. 67
Oregon field ©facers 7
Oregon voluuteers Captain 0. Applegate, A

company Rfl
Oregon volunteers Captain Kelly, H company 46
California volunteers..Captain Fulrchild 25
Indian scouts Dave llill 20

Total .4oo
There was also a section or mountain howitzers

under the charge of Llcutonant Miller, of the First
cavalry. The troops on the west side moved down
the precipitous bluif from their camping ground In
the direction of the lava beds, Colonel Mason's
battalion of the Twenty-first infantry, leading,
followed by captain Falrchili's California riflemen,
General Ross' two companies or Oregon volunteers,
the howitzer section, picked on mules, uuder the
command of Lieutenant W. H. Miller, of the First
cavalry, and Brevet Colonol D. Ferry's troop of the
First cavalry bringing up tho rear. The morning
was dump and cold, and

TUB LAVA BEDS
were nearly obscured from sight by a dense fog,
which, however, only hung over that section and
did not rise to tho hlutf which tho troops had just
left. The troops on the cast side, commanded by
Brevet Colonel R. B. Bernard, of the First
cavalry, comprising his Troop G, and Brevet
Major James Jacksou's Troop B, First
cavalry, with twenty Klamath Indian scouts,
commanded by Dave Llill, simultaneously
advanced from the position they had taken tho
previous evening, two miles from Captain Jack's
strongnoia. un account or tue ucep cnasm anu

gorge in bis front Colonel Bernard was unable to
advance further than the position he had reached
by severe skirmishing en the evening of the 10th.
TUB ADVANCE, ATTACK AND MANAGEMENT OP TUE

TKOOPS
were conducted by Major John Green, First cavalry,Brevet Colonel United States Army, and the
district commander, Brevet Major General Frank
Wheaton, Lieutenant Colonel of Twenty-flrst Infantry,accompanied the troons, operating on
the west side. This force had moved farwurd from
the baBc ol the bluffs, with Captain Burton's companyof tho Twenty-flrst infantry ahead in skirmishingorder. Upon the arrival of the troops at
the lake a rush was made for water, as the
men were naturally thirsty, having passed the
night at a dry camp. The advance was then resumedacross this rugged country, and it was with
the greatest difficulty the men were kept in line,
as the unnatural Irregularities of the volcanic
roik formed nearly insurmountable obstacles to
their progress. The line was now being deployed
to the right, with Colonel Perry on the extremo
right, stretching into the heart of this fastness
about a mile and a half, wnilc Captain Burton
moved with his company on the extreme left, supportedby Lieutenant Moore and his command on
his right. The Oregon and Calliornlan volunteers
spread out the line between the extreme psints
and kept a steady advance, although the nature of
tho grouud kept an Irregularity in the lace «f tho
line.

TUX PI,AN OF Tlir, ATTACK
was to keep deploying in a half wheel to the right
until Colonel Perry should connect with Colonel
Bernard, who was adopting similar tactics, but
moving from the left. Tkc fog still huifg low and
shrouded the mysteries of this craggy fastness
(torn these daring explorers, though the frequent
crack ol a rifle, followed by an unearthly war
whoop, denoted some fresh victim to the unerring
marksmanship of these dusky warriors. It was
impossible fbr men to do more than both the
soldiers and the valuntcers did on this occasion,
and although every now and then there would be
a vacancy in the muster roll, and some gallant soul
would fall by the bullet or an nnscen foe, another
brave heart would All up the gap and press on
with the steadiness or a disciplined soldier. In
vain the troops looked high and low for some
Indian sign, and although the fog would rtsc every
now and then, not an Indian showed as much as
the top of bis head feathers. About noon Captain
1'crry, on the extreme right, arrived at

AN IMPA8SABI.B CHASM,
ftt lnflqf If fetta ImniiBifthlft wtthAivt «

flee of life. Captain Perry Rent back to the districtcommander that It would be Impossible for
him to connect with Colonel Uornard by the right
except by an Immense loss or life, and added that
If necessary he would carry the chasm, but be did
not expect to take ten men across. General IVhcatonthen came to the conclusion that If the proposedconnection could not be made they might as
well retire and wait for a few days, and consequentlyIssued orders to that eircct, but gave
Major Green a discretionary power to push lorwardand connect by the left If he deemed It feasible.Major Green then ordered

A FI.ANK MOTXMKNT XT THE f.KFT,
and, skirting along the lake under the snadow of
some craggy strata of volcanic rock, In tho
possession of the enemy, they finally made
the desired connection, but not before the
galling tiro to which tlicy had been sub,JOvlvU tidmimi tj^ir yanlte tfllimiflrl'tlt-

RK HERALD, MONDAY,

BATTLE OF
MAP OF THE 2STI

) Y'jjpIR ~
' E

^ \ x w w Tin HI., AT,\r 09

^jl na(tle Ja»- 17* «* 0i

L
Q

;.>>'."?. ,**Ajjitift^*^i(r,;fe-Tr- ",^ ~IC~~

A fiss«l. I <"' F ,
«

.ft 7" X' it ,iWw'' SV^ «
/>>* **» MS® A

*^ "1^1< ,;ii< llM'1,>>> :«

cr ^

Vulcante Itockt-t. >' j\Sura» <p/ /% 3 If * /."
|

"

WaUt?

I#4 8 y p7J"*

It would fill columns to detail the Incident'
or this light, which proved such a trial to the offl
ccrs, soldiers and volunteers that formed the at
tacking party. General YVhcaton lold me the othei
day tnat ho had been through all the prlnclpa
battles during the rebellion and ho had never seei
officers and men appear so utterly Indifferent ti
danger or so cool and steady under such a har
rasslng tire. The Indians did not waste mucl
powder and shot, as they were excellent marks
men, and, having the advantage of a rest for th
rifle and perlect safety from a return fire, were un

erring in their aim. Often a man would ftill badl,
wounded, and, looking eagerly around for hi
enemy, would only see tho smoke of a rifle cnrllni
up from a small holo on some inaccessible era

overhanging Ins position. On one occasion a ma:
was shot dead at a certain spot, and another ma
was sent with a stretchor to carry away Ins bodj
The second met the fate of the first, and a thin
who went on the same errand, fell badly wouudei
These three men all
FELL WITHOUT KNOWINO THE POSITION OF TU

INDIANS
who had shot them. Every little narrow passag
between tnc rocks that was likely to be of impo;
tance was guarded by two or three rifles peepin
out from loopholes that tho Indians had formed fc
that purpose. On the move along tho luko to th
left the men had to move with tho greatest cat
tlon, as the Indians had lined the overhnngtn
bluiis with their men, and to show yourself In fu
view was nearly certain douth. They crawle
on their hands and feet, making a dart ever
now find thnn frrttn finn rn/»lr to nnntlmr hn

silll pushing forward In the direction of Colonc
Dcrnard. Captain Terry, who was with his troop
on the left, while stretched behind a rock accideu
tally turned on his side and cxponcd a portion c
his shoulder and arm, receiving a severe Ileal
wound, which compelled him to retire. Colone
Green and Colonel Mason were perpetually in tb
hottest of the fire, and appear to have charmei
lives, as although their unfortns were, In man;
Instances, cut by a passing ball, neither receive*
a scratch during the fight. There was not an ofTl
cer that went into the lava beds that did not com*
out with some portion of his clothing marked oi
torn by a bullet. When

TDK TROOPS ON TIIE WEST SIDE
Anally connected with Colonel liertiard they fount
him stopped from further advance by an lmmensi
chasm that appeared Impassable, uud which wa
strongly defended by Indians.
Shortly be.ore dark tnc fog lifted slightly ant

showed the Oregon volunteers, a portion of Captaii
Terry's troop and trie lnnuitry reserve still on tin
west side, and, at a signal from the District Com
mander, Major Green fell hack to Laud's Hunch ti
camp for the night with llernard's comiuaud aui
the infantry battalion. The Oregon and Califoruli
volunteers retired by the west side and fell bad
in Van Itrcramer's Ranch. I cannot conclude with
out saying somethlug of
TUB DIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED IN THE RETREAT

to Land's ranch, and of the bravery and hcroisn
exhibited by the officers and men 011 that occasion
They had been up Blnce four A. M. and flghtinf
sinco half-past six A. M. up to dark. The rctreu
commenced at half-pest ten T. M. ami coutinuec
ail night and up to one A. M. next day. Thirty
three hours without rest or food are enough te trj
the patience and endurance or most men, but thesi
gallant fellows never uttered a word, and wcri
always ready to roheve one another at the end off
blanket, carrying the sick and wounded. Surgeoi
McLldery worked unceasiugly, and through tin
day was exposed on several occasions to a danger
ous Are, but ncvor flinched from bis duty, an*
rushed fr.ui place to place to the assistauce ol tin
wmin.loil Thn fnllnwiricr la

tiik official report
of Brevet Colonel Mason, who was in command o
the lino:.

ukadquautehs MoDOC KxriOlTIOX,)
Jan. 26, l»7a. /AcTtKO As^istaht Adjutant Cbnsual, District 01

the Lakes:.
bm.1 have the honor to report that In complianco with Ucueral order No. a, dated headquartern, District or the Lakes, January 12, l»7J, the

troops stationed at Van Brimmer's ranch, consistingof Major K. C. Mason's battalion, two cein| aides
Twenty-first infantry.Company c, commanded byCaptain s. 11. llui ton, and company 11, commandedby Lieutenant J. M. lloss; Troop F, First cavalry,commanded brCap'aln Davis Ferry: section oi
howitzers, commanded by Lieutenant Millery First
cavalry, Brigadier (Jeneral John K. Boss, and two
companies Oregon Volunteers.Company A, commandedby Captain Hugh nelly, and company U.
commanded by Captain O. C. Applegste, andtwenty-threo volunteers from Siskiyou county,commauded by Captain John Fairchlld, moved, oi
the ldth Inst., about twelve miles In the direction
of the Modoc stronghold and encamped for tbo
night within three miles of Captain Jack's camp.Captain Ferry, with his troop, preceded the column,with orders to clear the blulfs of Indian
pickets that tlio movement oi the other troopsmight be covered,
captain B. F. Bernard, with his command, conHlatiiiffat' hiit nurti Tfaam u un.i na«iui« ' "b

Troop II, First cavalry, moved the same morningirom the cmnp at Land's ranch to within two
tulles of tho Indian stronghold, where he eucainpedlor the night. 1 would lit re state that, oh account
ot the dense log which prevailed, he got nearerthe Indian camp than whs Intended lor that day,and In 11 ovlng back 10 tho place he was to occupyfor the night the enemy endeavored to cuthim o.r. Home sharp fighting ensued, lu whichhe had several men wounded.
on the morning of the 17th, at half-past sixA. M., the troops on the west side moved downthe Olutr Into what is known as the lava bods, intho lollowing order:.First, Major F. 0. Mason,with Ids batollion; second, captain Fairchlld, withtho California volunteers; third, Krlgadlcr GeneralHoss, with Oregon volunteers; fourth, Lieutenant

Miller, with section ol mountain howluors; andfilth. Captain 1). IVrry. with Ills troop.
vault iviftlmut uw frvt vi ui bum vwUUttJJU-
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6CALE0F 12 MILE3 TO 1 INCH

1 ton's company was clcplovca as skirmishers, and la
. orilercil to move forward until his lclt reached the F

lake, when the line was halted until all got water fli
(the troops having made a dry cauixi the previous gi

r night). When the advance was again ordered the ol
, skirmishers'line extended as follows:.The half of I

Company 1J, Twenty-tirst Inlantry, commanded by Si
i Second Lieutenant 11. D. W. Moore, lormed on the
a right of Captain burton's company; the other half, oi

under First Lieutenant J. M. Koss, being kept in oi
reserve, and atterwards used us a support to the dl

h howitzer section; the Oregon volunteers were bi
i- formed on the right of the infantry, and the line si
. was moved lorward about a mile and a hall, when ol

1 found It necessary to ckango Its direction nearly
to the left to reach Captain Jack's cainp. E

v ai muo jmsiui 1 viuuicu ruuj , mm iu»

troop, to deploy on the right of the volunteers. He
hail not moved far in the new direction when the

g Indians opened lire, hut the line moved steadily cl
j forward and we drove them from point to point g)over the iuo3t dltllcult country any troops ever

operated iu and at a disadvantage on account of Ul
n the dense teg still prevailing. At about two 1'. M. tl
r. a point was reached presenting a very deep chasm, r,
. beyond wUicli no advance could be made without.
» great sacrdice of lile. and It was then doubtod ai

I. whether the place could bo taken. tl
After consulting with the District Commander I ttconcluded to make a tlunk movement to tlio lettB and along the shore of the lake with the hope that T

1 could dislodge the Indians Trom that side.a di
e movement exceedingly dltllcult to make, owing to c.the uatuie of the country; and aftor successiully"" performing this niauumvro we louud the Indians, It "

g anything, in a stronger position than before. At lc
,r this time, Captain liernard hoaring our tiring, but ,

unable to sec us ou accouut of the dense leg, snoutedIC across a point of the lake, to say that he was ©
l- within tour or five hundred yards ol the Indians' p
2 strongest position, so 1 determined to connect my
.. troops with his and If possible make a charge and" take their position that evening. This was a still c<
d more dittlcult movement made along the shore, r
j overhung by rocks, occupied by the Iudlans, who t,
t had to be driven oil iu order to continue the1 advance, and at a considerable loss ot killed and w
il wounded to ourselves, and en arriving at a certain n<
a rnvlie the enemy's Are was deadly, a number a,being killed and wounded, among the latter, Cap

tain Perry, l'irst cavalry, and lour men of Captain 'e
>f Fkirchlld a volunteers, which will give some Idea qj
I, of our severe struggle. Captain lfenton, with a

portion -of his company, and Captain Fairchlld,1 with the California volunteers, got In such a post- fi
e tion that they could not be extricated and were ei
, Anally ordered to remain under cover until alter

dark. It was impostble to make the proposed' charge, the nature of the rocky ground prevt ntlng P'
1 men moving faster than at the slowest pace and tl
. sometimes lerciug them to crawl on their hands

sn.l f/w»V U

It ts uttorly impossible to give a description of h
r the place occupied by the ouem.v as their strong- n

hold. Everything was done by officers und men tithat could be done; troops never bebaved better; tthey contended gallantly with un enemy hidden by 11

1 rocks, deep gorges and enveloped In a dense fog. d
, We tried to attach on every side with the same re- o
,

a"'1- iaOn reaching Captain Bernard It was found he,
too, had a deep cuasm in irout of Idm so thoroughly Cl

1 commaudcd by Indians he could scarcely move C
, without the loss or a large number of men. At this ^time quite a number oi Indians were moving down
5 anotberdeep ravine, 1 think with a view oi turning a

our left (lank. 1 sent Captain Bernard with his troop
to drive them bach, which he did successiully. Just ^

, beloro dark the fbg cleared, wheu a signal was rc1celved iroui the District Commander, who was still ai
i on the west side with the Oregon volunteers, a rt

portion of Captain Perry's troop, and the lnlantry n,reserve under Lieutenant Boss, separated lroia
us by the log, while making the tlauk movement, 01
ordering us to retire to our camp of the previous ni
night. 1 had bcioro tins received a message irom >,.him, stating ttiat If 1 could not accomplish myi Intention, to retire; but I found 1 could aot return
to the command left behind without another great in
sacrifice oi life, and concluded to lull back to Land's ,a* ranch or Captain Bernard's camp, about fourteent miles lu tbc rear. This 1 began to do at half-past If

1 ten P. M., but, as several of the wounded had to bo ai
carrlod In blankets, It was one P. M. the followingday bciore the last oi the column reached there,

r I would here state that Captain Perry's position e:
j was changed at eleven o'clock from »hc extreme

right to the right oi the infantry battalion, leavingthe Oregon volunteers on the rigat. I must speaki In the highest terms of the otllccrs and men for to
i their gallant und courageous conduct under the go

most "trying 'circumstances, having to move5 on an enemy occupying the strongest 111

natural position which can be Imagined bo
I and which Is beyond all desoriptton. B;Their comrades were shot down right and loft by au

unseen enemy that gave thcu but little oppurtu-
"

nlty of return. Of the Oregon volunteers under til
General Boss I must also speak in the highest terms 0[

. for their hearty co-QjM?ratiou. Captain FalrchUd. :1 with his tweuty-four California vo'.ulileers, also did 01
most excellent service on our ieit and had Lieuten- dc
uut Robert aud three men wounded. These were coexcellent uiarksinen, but could not prevail under

r the conditions 1 have mentioned. n1
The following Is a iiat of the officers engaged, and In;

ol whom 1 must speak in the highest praise:. ^Twenty-first infantry.Major K. C. Mason, comimaudiug battalion; Captain G. U. Burton, cum- rc
matiding company C: scund Lieutenant K. B. mi
Rheera, Company C; First Lieutenant J. M. Ross, vccommanding company B; second Lieutenant II,
1). W. Moore. Company B. First cavalry.captainDavis Perry, commanding Troop F und wounded in fir
the afternoon; Secend Lieutenant K. II. Miller,commanding howitzer section, and. a tor Captainl'erry was wouuded, Troop F. (1 would here state 8al
that owlug to the nature of the count.y an
and the fog the howitzer section was oi n.
tmsv llttta nanl Pantnln II is "II

v«i'»u.u ... r. oeruuru,commanding squadron, consisting of his own liU
Troop U uml Troop 1); second Lieutenant J. o. farKyle, Troop 0. This officer was wounded In the nivarm on the morning of the 17th. Captain Jauies '

Jackson, commruding Troop U; Socoud Lieutenant 10,1
F. A. Uontrlle, Troop H. '1 his officer commanded flriTroop U alter Lie itemint Kvle was wounded. Flr.i k¥Lieutenant J. <L Adams, Acting Assistant AdjutantGeneral to the district commander, did excellent vel
servlco during the day. and more especially durum an<the evcnlig, as signal officer, the only means of «i,,communication between the district commanderand raysell being by signal. mc
As-lstant .Surgeon flcnry McI.'lUery, chief modi- am

cat officer of the command, ts entitled to every ^credit, not only for Ids care of the wounded, but
Ibr going in person to their assistance under the »P
enemy's Arc. In regard to the other medical offl- In
cers, 1 re.er the district commander to Assistant t|,(Surgeon McKldery's report, herewith enclosed. I
also cuc.ose list of killed and wounded, and Major lul

Mason's report. In addition to surgeon McKI- CAdery's list of killed and wounded I would state that
there were two men kilted of the Oregon volunteers;also one officer, Lieutenant Ilheem, slightly
wounded. wli
The wounded of Captain Falrchlld's detachment A

of Calitcrnla volunteera are in hospital at Fort mcKlamath and receive the same attention as the
regular troops. 1 p

1 yvitvfv iav ttUnvvu jaeu tt«u»voa»«wtiU it »(41
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difficult to make special mention: but I must say
irst Sergeant W. A. ltoundy. Company 0, Twentyrstiniatitry, stands prominent lor Ills brave and
allant conduct, being irequently nnder my own
aervation during the day, aud It Is with pleasure
recommend him for a commission in tlio United
tates Army if otherwise qualified.In conclusion I would state that there were about
ae hundred and seventy-live men ofregular troops,
ic hundred and Tour volunteers and twenty Inlanscouts actually in the engagement, the others
Ding required lor guards lor depots, camps and a
nail reserve. I am, sir, very respectfully, yourbedlont servant, JollN GREEN,

Major First cavalry, commanding.
XTT.ACT3 FROM REPORT OF MAJOR EDWIN C. I1A30N,

TWENTY-FIRST INFANTRY.
The battalion advanced rapidly, occasionally
larglng in double line and driving the Indian
tlrmishers from their position In the rocks. The
IlQcultles or the advance now rapidly Increased,
le country becoming more broken, the volcanic
>ck being plied up so as to otter complete shelter
ad protection to the Indians, who could thus hold
leir place until oar line was within a few feet ol
tern and then deliver their fire with deadly effect,
he difficulties were still further Increased by a
ense fog, which prevented us rrom seeing the
juntry over which we were moving. About two
. M. l was ordered to move tbo battalion by the
ilt flank and if possible to form a connection with
aptain B. F. Bernard's command. This difficult
peratlon was at last successfully accom
lished. not. however, without considerable
distance on tho part of ttio enemy and
msoquent loss to us of killed and wounded.
His movement was conducted along the shore oi
le lake, overhung by a high rocky ridge,
hlch was in possession of the enemy. It was
ecessary to drive the enemy Irom this ridge and
I the same time continue the movement by the
ft flank, a dense fog at the same time preventing
a from seeing the line over which the movement
as conducted. At one place a ravine came down
om Captain Jack's stronghold. At this point the
nerny had concentrated a lorce and the Are waa
) heavy and deadly that Captain Burton and a
ortlon oi his company were unable to extricate
lemselves until arter dark from a position they
ad taken by a gallant charge, and which they
eld to protect a movement of the comland.On arriving at the right of CaptinBernard we had lost connection with the
roops with whom we had been operating dnring the
ay, and the same gap existed between the troops
perating on the west and Captain Bernard as exitedbefore we commenced the movement. Tho
nmmand was In a position of a relnlorcement to
uptaln Bernard's line. The command having
een In motion since four A. M., and In engageicntwith the enemy since eight A. M., being
wiTnorr overcoats, blankets or rations,

ere suffering greatly from exhaustion, hunger
ad cold. At half-past ten P. M. I was ordered to
itire with tha command to Land's ranch, fifteen
illes in the rear, being obliged to carry part of
ir wounded and that of Captain Bernard's comandin blankets and Btretchcrs. As there were
it fifty-five muskets In the engagement the list of
lied and wounded shows a loss of almost one-Uith
the command. 1 will leavo it to othors to And
ngtiagc to convey an adequate Idea of the counyover which these operations were conducted,
id which make the Modoc position a second
jlbraltar."
1tract3 from retort of captain bernard,

first cavalry.
The fog being very heavy wo moved much closer
tho Indian stronghold than was Intended. As
ion as this was discovered the retreat as sxirishcrswas ordered. As soon as the troops started
ick the Indians opened Ore from the rocks, all
ongonr front, but hit no person. They then
uired over the rocks, making for our left, and getngpossession ol some rocks to our rear and left,
icned Are upon our pack train. The charge was
once ordered to dislodge the Indians, which was
>ne, we losing three men badly wounded. Tho
mmand moved about half a mile further,
ung Into camo about dark. On the morngol the 17th the wounJed packers and
out five soldiers were left at this point, and tho
malndcr of the command, 100 men and officers,
jved upon the Modoc stronghold. The fog being
ry dense the skirmish line got within loo
rds of a deep gorge, when the Indians opened
e; the charge was sounded, and tho men
ived forward to the gorge, bnt, finding It Itnpastdounder Are, they fell back about one hundred
d fifty yards, lying down behind the rocks. Tho
e was then established, the right about one
udred yards from the lake, the lelt extending as
southwest as It could with safety ts cvory

rt of It. The line was abont a mile and a half
ig, well protected from the Indian fire. On tho
it fire we lost one man killed.Lieutenant 1. o.
lc.and lonr men wounded. The fog remained
-y dense, but finally raised, allowing ns to ace
il talk to the troopa operating on our right. In
jut a halfhour this force connected with our right,
ivlng around npon our line. In the movement,
d within about two hundred yards of our right,
i Indians opened a very heavy lire, keeping It
until the entire column passed. The exact loss
killed and wounded I don not know, but know
sy were considerable. I have wished respectlyto say that the place the Indians now occupy
snot de taken rt a less force than 8 icy en

nindued men;
d to take tne place by an assault with this force
11 cost half the command in killed and wounded,
arge force, well equipped, Judiciously handled,
ivlng at night by approaches, piling up rocks to
nect themselves, so they can operata during
I mi WWW *U9 fiUW. UVWltfNI WfiW UC

n*d effectively oil the east side or the lava bed*. 4
I wish to mention the names of Captain Jackson.
Lieutenants Boatelle and Kyle, Pirst cavalry, for
efficiency in commanding their troops, and especiallyfor bravery In action and ooolness under the
severest Are.

^
Tan KILLED AND WOTTNDKD.

Captain David Perry, Pirst cavalry, slight flesh
wound.
Lieutenant John 8. Kyle, Pirst cavalry, slightflesh wound.
Sergeant William Connolly, Pirst cavalry, slightflesh wound.
sergeant Gerhardt Dlgbt, First cavalry, slightflesh wound.
Sergeant Josiah S. Brown, Twenty-flrat Inrantry.

slight speut ball.
Corporal Julian Eiseman, First cavalry, severe

flesh wound.
Prank Mcllrlde. First cavalry, severe flesh wound.
Oeorge Hollas, Fust cavalry, hilled immediately.
Otis Gutermuth, Pirst cavalry, severe floata

wound.
Patrick Doyle, Pirst oavalry, fractured left arm.
Patrick Maher, First cavalry, Bovoroly wounded.
John Auderson, Pirst cavalry, slight flesh wound.
Charles tl. Lavell, First cavalry, kilted immediately.W. Jefferson, First cavalry, Blight flesh wound.
P. Cutler, First oavalry, slight flesh wound.
W. Warren, First oavalry, slight flesh wound.
C. Slocmau, Tweuly-first lniautry, killed immediately.
T. Munroe, Twenty-first Infantry, kltlod Immediately.
O. Anderson, Twenty-first infantry, severo flesh

wound.
,,J- Brauner, Twenty-first infantry, killed immediately.T. filler, Twcnty-first Infantry, severo fracture.
8. (Jlsen. Twentr-fli-at lnln.nt.rv. m-ifi-n- ir icim-u
J. Mui'i-liy, Twenty-lirst UHantry, fracturod

finger.
J. Benson, Twenty-first infantry, killed immediately.
it Loslg, Twenty-first infantry, killed immediately.
8. 8. Jones, Twenty-first iufantry, slight flesh

wound.
Brown, Oregon volunteers, killed immediately.
Trimble, Orogon volunteers, killed immediately.

J. M. Crooks, California volunteers, severelywounded.
0. W. Roberta, California volunteers, fractured

skull.
N. Bcswick, California volunteers, severelywounded.
w. J. Small, California volunteers, severelywounded.

llKATII OP 80MB OP TITE W0UNI>E1>.
Since the above report was made out Maher, of

the First cavalry, aud J. M. Crooks, of the CalKorniavolunteers, have died. G. W. Roberts, of the
California volunteers, is not expected to live, audMiller, of the Twenty-first infantry, has had an arm
amputatod. The rest of the wounded are In a fair
way of recovery.

FOUEIGS AEX NOTES.
Susan Durant, the sculptress, died In Paris in the

latter part of January. She was a pupil of the
Baron de Trlquetri.
The sub-librarian of Trinity, Cambridge, has pre.

scuted to tUat college some valuable Auglo Saxon
antiquities.
The French government has forbidden the exposurein the Parisian kiosks of the engraving of

"The Late Emperor Nanoleon the Third Alter
Death," recently published In The Graphic.
Edward Weedou, the marine artist, died in the

latter part of January. In his peculiar line ho was
unrivalled.
On January 28 the Royal Academy elected W. H.

B. Davis, landscape painter, and J. E. Hodgson as
Associates, and T. 0. Barlow as Engraver of the
Kcw Class.
W. W. Deaoc, an Associate of the Sooiety of

raintara la Water Colors, is dead, lie was fortyscveu.
Mr. Valentine Prinsep Is preparing a "View of

the Staircase, Devonshire House." Respecting his
work representing the destruction of the possessed
swine the London Athenaeum remarks that It
"gives a view of gtgautic ciltrs rising from a calm
sea at cany evening In Summor, with a warm
shadow lying on the water and the foreground,
ami broken on the horizon by a gleam of white
light which appears in the sky and on the
sea. The clins are of vertical strata, with
deep water at their feet. A little way
Irom the front a lofty detached rock raises
Its spire-like form, separating the forepart of
the view from the distant sky. Clor.c to the lront,
and on our leit 01 the picture, arc the black swine,
every pig like ink, and in various stages of distress
and terror. Tho head of a cliir has long ago fallen
into the sea, leaving hull'its height to be filled by a
tulue of debris. On the crumbling slope without, a
parapet, far too steep to permit return, far too
loose to allow of their standing still, are tlio swine.
A few have already token the plungo; black, fat
and helpless, down they go; some Bijuatting on the
very brink, contemplate for a moment the deep

r green water; others slide ana slide; others, urged
by the weight of those bciilad, go in the mass
downwards only too surely."
Albert Jacqucmart has Just published "The Hisitory of Ceramic Art." An aide reviewer says:.

"2d. Jacquemart treats his subject in its entirety,
commencing with Egypt, China and Japan, and
Including primitive pottery of all kinds, but the
iwellth century.the Renaissance.supplies blm
with his fullest aud grandest theme, and the productionsof the gi eat Italian potteries are dwelt
upon with the leurned ent husiasm of a master In the
art 01 criticism. Alter this the French Renaissance
supplies tue author with another grand division of
subject; while Holland, England, Spain and other
countries arc not neglected. The work is completedby full contents and index, which are sf
great value to tho ceramic student, and the whole
is contained in a single volume of 700 pages. But
the work lua another high claim to attention. It
contains a scries of etchings by the son of the
author, M. Jules Jacquemart, whose power of depictingtexture, ornamentation light, and almost
color In objects of art, In black and white, has cer(ilinlvnnvnrImnnanrnoeon,! if it liau lianvi nuniHoii

The etching* of the jewelled and other objects In
the Louvre, executed by M. Jules Jacqucmart lor
the French government'some few years since, art
known to all the art world 01 Europe."
Mr. E. M. Ward ispaintlnir a picture representing

the visit of Charles the Ninth, Catherine de'Medicl
and the Duke ot Anjou to the bedchamber or AdmiralColignl alter his attempted assassination.
Mrs. K. M. Ward is painting an episode in the IKo
of Chatterton.his discovery by his foster motner,
Mrs. Kdkins, in the act or concocting the earliest
specimen-' or the so-called Rowley Poems."
Mr. II. Warren has, in consequeuce 01 his nearly

total loss of sight, resigned the presidentship of
the Institute of Painters In Water Colors.
Mr. George bhuldcrs, landscape and animal

painter, Is dead, and leaves a motherless young
tain.ly unprovided lor.
Ricard, the popular French portrait painter and

decorator, died January 21. He was well known in
Franc:, Germany and England.

A WOiIAN'3 BITTER WR02TM.
flow the Law's Deficiencies Aid a Man
to Europe the Punishment of Ills
Cruelty.A Wife Who is Not a Wife
and Tret Is n Wife.

To tub Epitoh ok tub IlBnAt.n:.
Recognizing the fact that your journal is the

Journal of Hie people, and that wheuever any
existing abuses arc brought to light through your
columns that they are Immediately remedied, 1
would beg to submit the following, and trust that
some oue ot our lawmakers at Albany will tmmor
tallzc himself by coming forward and advocating a
relorm in law. whereby a respectable lady who
may have made a^nihtake In marrying a drunken,
brutai hustftudis compelled to hvo with him, anJ
If not forced to dwell with him Is composed to con* *

aider herself bis wife, unless sho can prove him
guilty of adultery.

1 was unfortunate enough to marry a man whose
cruel treatment, hard blows, but yet harder words,
compelled mc to seek for a divorce. I obtained a
separation, and have supported myself and my
children over since, without evor asking for or receivingone dollar of alunony; but owfng to the
fact that I cannot follow in Ills footsteps and And
sufficient evideuce to prove adultery against htm,
although separated rrom him for over live years, I
am in law his wife. What mocketr of justice!
Why should not the laws he so amended that both
mau and wife, alter having been separated lor
three years, holding no intercourse whatsoever.
snouiu l e granted mi absolute divoroer a great
deal of mlsory would thereby bo averted.

JUSTITIA.

YHfi MiaoaiQ FAIE.
The Grand Masonic Fair In aid of the flail and

Aiviui. Fund la now definitely settled upon, trie
General Committee of Arrangements, of which R.
>V. KUwood K. Thome, Deputy Grand Master of the
State, Is chairman, have selected Apollo Uall as the

?!ace and the 15th of March as the opening day of
he same. All the lodges in the State take great

Interest in the protect, and It Is confidently expectedthat upwards of one hundred thousand
dollars will bo realized by this fair. The cotnuilrtea
meets every Thursday evening at Odd Fellows'
Hall.

INFAjnCLDEIN BSDOXLTN.
Yesterday one of the brtdgemon at the Hamiltonavenue ferry discovered the bo lyot an Infanton a cake of ice near the slip. On taking It

out It was found to have a nat iron, weighing seven1

pounds, attached to It by a strong cord. The bodyhad lK»en thrown overboard lu the night, but, insteadof falling luto ike water, had dropped uponthe cake of Ice und floated about the docks until
, OgfvvVViVvI *1 fcuv JvffJTt lift VWVttet Was uotutod.
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